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Rudy Vanmaele was born on February 18, 1945 in Uccle, Brussels.
He was a brilliant student fluently speaking several languages and
already showing a profound interest in medical sciences at a
young age. He finished medical school at the University of Leuven,
Belgium and subsequently started his residency in general surgery
under supervision of Prof. Dr. A. Lacquet and Dr. J. Huyghe.
Afterwards he obtained a fellowship in thoracic surgery at the
famous department of Prof. Dr. L.K. Lacquet in Nijmegen, the
Netherlands. Under the stimulating guidance of Dr. F.E.E. Vermeulen,
Rudy also became interested in peripheral vascular surgery,
discipline in which he was further trained by Prof. Dr. R. Suy and
Prof. Dr. W. Daenen at the University Hospitals of Leuven and Prof.
Dr. E. Kieffer in Paris. He started his career in thoracic and vascular
surgery at the Camillus and Augustinus hospitals in Antwerp,
Belgium with Dr. D. De Leersnyder as head of the department.
I first met Rudy in the mid-eighties. Our newly built Antwerp
University Hospital was looking for a division head of thoracic and
vascular surgery. Rudy was the ideal candidate: he was not only
very skillful but also an excellent teacher with a profound academic
interest in combination with a friendly but nevertheless persevering
character. His courses were extremely well prepared and very
stimulating. In this way he was a real Renaissance personality
combining thorough knowledge of many disciplines, professionalism
and didactic qualities. Rudy was also fascinated by history and he
knew almost every specific detail about the complicated history
of our city Antwerp. His lectures were invariably illustrated by
famous paintings. One of his favourites was the miracle of Saints
Cosmos and Damian who replaced an amputated lower limb by a
donor leg. 
At our University Hospital Rudy had the difficult task to create a
new division within the large department of general surgery,
organizing courses in vascular diseases and thoracic surgery
including specific skills in clinical examination, and to set-up a
clinical and basic research programme. Due to his support I could
start as a young staff member for further expansion of our division.
Although the clinical workload was rather heavy, we both
defended with success our doctoral thesis in 1992.  Rudy’s subject
was carotid division and reimplantation, a new technique for removal
of stenotic carotid plaques, which he successfully introduced in
Belgium after a randomized trial we performed and for which he
was widely recognized. 
Due to his many qualities Rudy was asked to fulfill many tasks in
national and international societies in which he became intimately
involved: he was founding member of the Belgian Society of
Vascular Surgery (BSVS) and became a very active member of the
European Society for Vascular Surgery (ESVS) for which he provided
many thoughtful scientific contributions. So, it was no surprise to
us, that he was asked by the Board of the ESVS to organize its
yearly congress in Antwerp in 1995.  In the newly constructed
Hilton hotel an excellent scientific programme was put forward
and Rudy even managed to have the opening ceremony in our
famous cathedral.
Although the future looked brilliant, in his personal and family
life Rudy was confronted from with severe problems. The death
of his daughter at a very young age deeply touched upon him.
A short time afterwards Rudy was diagnosed with a chronic
neurological illness forcing him to stop his clinical practice after
the ESVS congress in 1995.  Fortunately, we still could count on
him for continued teaching and passing exams, not only at our
university but also at the European Board of Vascular Surgery.
He also stayed intensely involved in the basic and clinical research
performed by our department.  When his disease became more
debilitating he also had to stop these activities. His wife Catherine
took care of him in his own environment which he appreciated
very much. He died at this home on March 26, 2010. We will
always remain very grateful for the example he was in everyday
life, all the memories he left us, the solid basis he created for our
department and the outstanding contributions he made to vascular
and thoracic surgery.
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